[General problems of selection and interpretation of diagnostic methods].
The author draws attention to general principles which must be respected in the selection and interpretation of diagnostic methods. He discusses the importance of basic characteristics of the diagnostic test (reliability, accuracy, sensitivity, specificity, predictive value) and their application in the examination process. He explains the importance of ROC analysis in the selection of the optimal diagnostic method. He refers to the criteria which must be taken into account when introducing and evaluating a new examination method.